
In this edition:
Winter Activities

Community Events
Scam Alerts

Mayor 
Arvin Amatorio

Council
Hernando Rivera  -Thomas Lodato 
Ora Kornbluth - Marc Pascual
Buddy Deauna -Domingo Almonte

2026 MAYOR & COUNCIL2026 MAYOR & COUNCIL
MESSAGE FROM MAYOR & COUNCIL

Borough of Bergenfield
JANUARY 2026 |  @BOROUGH HALL |   

QUARTER 1 EDITION #12

198 NORTH WASHINGTON AVE  |   WWW.BERGENFIELDNJ.GOV Page 1

As we begin a new year, we reflect with gratitude on the warmth and unity our community shared

throughout the holiday season. The Borough of Bergenfield once again demonstrated its generous spirit as

families, neighbors, and especially our schools came together to help stock all of our local food pantries.

Your kindness made a meaningful impact on countless households, and we thank every resident who

contributed. We hope each of you enjoyed a joyful holiday season, and we wish you a very Happy New Year!

The new year also brings important moments in Borough government. On January 1st, we will hold our

Annual Reorganization Meeting, during which Councilwoman Ora Kornbluth and Councilman Buddy

Deauna will be sworn in for new terms of office. We look forward to their continued dedication and service

to our community.

In January, we also pause to honor the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., whose message of unity and

justice continues to guide and inspire us. Borough Hall will be closed on January 19th in recognition of his

birthday.

As we move into February, we are proud to once again host our Annual Crescent Lighting at Borough Hall in

honor of Ramadan, celebrating the faith and traditions of our Muslim community. Additionally, Borough

Hall will be closed on February 16th in observance of Presidents’ Day.

Looking ahead to March, we remind residents that March 15th marks the Annual Bergen County St. Patrick’s

Day Parade, which will once again make its way down Washington Avenue. We encourage everyone to come

out, show their Bergenfield pride, and enjoy this festive community tradition.

We thank all of you for your continued support, kindness, and engagement. Wishing you a bright, healthy,

and successful start to 2026.
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Code EnforcementCode Enforcement
Dear Bergenfield Resident,

This is a reminder that the Annual Landlord Registration period is approaching. If you own a two-family dwelling or a non–owner-
occupied single-family dwelling, you are required by law to register your property with the Borough of Bergenfield and schedule an
inspection of the rental unit.
Registration must be completed by February 15, 2026, and all inspections must be completed by June 1, 2026.
Please complete the application, submit your payment, and contact Code Enforcement immediately to schedule your inspection, as
time slots fill up quickly.
The annual fee is $50.00 per rental unit, with waivers available for qualifying Senior Citizens and Veterans. Registration forms are
available online, at Borough Hall, or by calling (201) 387-4055 ext. 4151.
Please remember: No rental rooms are allowed in the Borough of Bergenfield. Use of Air B&B or VRBO is prohibited. 
If you suspect a violation, contact the Code Enforcement Bureau. All reports are confidential.

Thank you for helping keep our community safe.

Borough of Bergenfield
Code Enforcement Bureau

Winter Seasonal Reminders –From the Office of the Construction Official

As we enter the winter months, the Bergenfield Building Department would like to provide residents with important safety
reminders, permit guidance, and seasonal tips to help protect your home and keep our community safe. Winter weather
creates unique challenges, and a little preparation now can prevent costly issues later.

Be sure to have your boiler or furnace serviced by a qualified professional. Residents should also be aware that permits are
required for the replacement of hot water or steam boilers, hot air furnace replacements, chimney liners, and any oil-to-gas
boiler or furnace conversions. Proper maintenance and code compliance help ensure a safe and comfortable heating season.

Test all smoke, carbon monoxide, or combination detectors throughout your home and replace batteries if needed. Never use
gas ovens or portable heaters to warm your home, as these practices create serious fire and carbon monoxide hazards. Keep
all boiler and furnace rooms free from debris, storage, and clutter so equipment can operate safely.

Heavy, wet snow can place significant stress on roofing systems, particularly flat roofs. Be alert for sagging ceilings, doors that
suddenly begin to stick, or unusual creaking and popping sounds, as these may indicate structural stress. If any of these signs
appear, evacuate the area and contact a qualified professional for evaluation.

If you lose power, never operate a generator indoors, inside a garage, or near any open window. Generators should be placed a
minimum of ten feet from your home to reduce the risk of carbon monoxide entering the building. Always use generators
according to manufacturer instructions and ensure your carbon monoxide detectors are working properly.

Before a winter storm, check your sump pump to confirm proper operation and make sure gutters and downspouts are clear
so water can drain away from your home. Turn off the interior valves feeding your outdoor hose bibs and leave the bibs open
to prevent freezing. Taking these simple precautions can greatly reduce the chance of burst pipes and water damage.

Every household should know the location of its main water shutoff valve. In the event of a pipe freeze or burst line, being
able to quickly shut off the water can prevent extensive property damage.
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Community Updates:Community Updates:

BERGENFIELD FIRE DEPT
TEACHES KIDS VITAL

SAFETY WITH
 LEARN NOT TO BURN

BERGENFIELD FIRE DEPT
TEACHES KIDS VITAL

SAFETY WITH
 LEARN NOT TO BURN
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Stay informed! Phone Alerts   
To register for ROBOCALLS from the
Borough of Bergenfield with urgent

messages for residents.
Scan here for a report  an
outage, gas leak, or to see

outage map.

BERGENFIELD

PUBLIC LIBRARY  
BERGENFIELD

PUBLIC LIBRARY 
(201)  387-4040(201) 387-4040

SATURDAY  
10AM-2PM

SUNDAY

1PM-5PM

SATURDAY 
10AM-2PM

SUNDAY
1PM-5PM

MONDAY-

THURSDAY

10AM-9PM

FRIDAY

10AM-5PM

MONDAY-
THURSDAY
10AM-9PM

FRIDAY
10AM-5PM
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Attention Property Owners & Hosts:
If you’re operating an illegal apartment, subdividing a single-family home without
approval, or offering your unit as a short-term rental (such as via Airbnb) within

Bergenfield, BE ADVISED — we will find you. These activities are strictly
prohibited under local law, and enforcement action will be taken.

Under Borough of Bergenfield Ordinance Chapter 239 – Rental Property, the use
of property as a short-term rental is expressly banned (see § 239-14). 

We are committed to preserving safe, legal housing and protecting our
neighborhoods. If you suspect someone is operating illegally, please contact the
Borough’s Code Enforcement Bureau, the information will remain confidential.

Thank you for helping keep Bergenfield compliant, safe, and community-oriented.

For questions please call

the Bergenfield DPW Office

@ 201-387-4055 option 3

For questions please call

the Bergenfield DPW Office

@ 201-387-4055 option 3

Bulk Pick Up

Quadrant 1- 
January 7th

Quadrant 2-
January 14th

Quadrant 3-
 January 28th

Quadrant 4-
February 4th

ATTENTION
NO WIPES DOWN THE

PIPES
NO WIPES DOWN THE

PIPES
Even if a product says its

“flushable” 
unless it is toilet paper, 

it should not be flushed! Please
avoid flushing wipes down the toilet
to prevent backups into homes and

businesses. These incidents are
entirely avoidable, yet backups are

occurring more frequently .   

January we will be picking
up Christmas Trees, they
are to be put on the curb
on Recycling days. They

are also indicated on the
calendar with a tree. 

January we will be picking
up Christmas Trees, they
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calendar with a tree. 
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKSDEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
DO NOT PUT SNOW IN STREET

It is not permitted to blow, shovel,
or plow snow or ice into the street
(see Borough Code Ch. 273 Article

III). 

NO STREET PARKING
It is not permitted to park on
Borough roads during snow

emergencies (see Borough Code
Ch. 299 Section 12). 

DO NOT BLOCK FIRE HYDRANTS 
If you have a fire hydrant on or

near your property, please clean
and keep this area free from snow.

 HANDICAPPED & ELDERLY 
TRANSPORATION PROGRAM  

Providing residents with transportation to Doctors, Hospitals or Clinics in this area.
Also provides a shopping route every Wednesday.
Operation Days: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri
Operation Hours: 9AM-1PM

Contact: DPW Dispatcher at 201-387-4055 x4088

Senior Bus Services
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Mayor Arvin Amatorio
Term of Office: January 1, 2024 – December 31, 2027
Mayor Arvin Amatorio is responsible for overseeing the operations of the borough,
ensuring efficient delivery of services, and guiding long-term community planning. One of
the Mayor’s key responsibilities is the authority to appoint members to all municipal
boards and committees, helping shape policy, programs, and initiatives that support the
borough’s residents. The Mayor is also responsible for the Mayor Wellness Campaign! 
Office Hours:
To schedule an appointment, please call (201) 387-4055 ext. 6.
Email: AAmatorio@bergenfieldnj.gov
Phone: (201) 387-4055 ext. 6
 Council Member Ora C. Kornbluth

Term of Office: January 1, 2026 – December 31, 2028
Council President Ora C. Kornbluth provides leadership
within the governing body. For 2025, she served on the
DPW & Parks, Finance (Chair), and Police Committees.
She also served as liaison to the Ambulance Corps,
Emergency Management, and Recreation Committee,
supporting essential public safety and community
wellness initiatives.
Email: OKornbluth@bergenfieldnj.gov
Phone: (201) 387-4055 ext. 6

Council Member Thomas A. Lodato
Term of Office: January 1, 2025 – December 31, 2027
For 2025, Council Member Thomas A. Lodato served on
the Building & Grounds, Community Affairs, and Fire
(Chair) Committees. He also served as liaison to the
Library Board, Planning Board, and Stigma Free
Committee, strengthening collaboration between the
Council and these important community institutions.
Email: TLodato@bergenfieldnj.gov
Phone: (201) 387-4055 ext. 6

Council Member Domingo Almonte
Term of Office: January 1, 2024 – December 31, 2026
Council Member Domingo Almonte contributed to key
borough projects. For 2025, he served on the Police,
Community Affairs (Chair), and Building & Grounds
Committees. He also served as liaison to the Board of
Education, Community Response Team, and Shade Tree
Committee, supporting education, public safety, and
environmental stewardship throughout the borough.
Email: DAlmonte@bergenfieldnj.gov
Phone: (201) 387-4055 ext. 6

Council Member Hernando Rivera
Term of Office: January 1, 2025 – December 31, 2027
Council Member Hernando Rivera plays an active role in
shaping policy and supporting the operations of the
Borough of Bergenfield. For 2025, he served on the DPW &
Parks, Finance, and Police Committees, and chaired the
Police Committee. He also served as liaison to the
Environmental Committee, Site Plan Committee, and
Traffic Safety Committee, ensuring strong communication
between these groups and the Council.
Email: HRivera@bergenfieldnj.gov
Phone: (201) 387-4055 ext. 6

Council Member Marc Pascual
Term of Office: January 1, 2024 – December 31, 2026
Council Member Marc Pascual supported a wide range of
borough initiatives through his committee work. For 2025,
he served on the DPW & Parks, Finance, and Fire
Committees. He also served as liaison to the Rent Leveling
Board, Veterans Advisory Committee, and Zoning Board of
Adjustment, helping to keep these groups closely
connected to the Council’s efforts.
Email: MPascual@bergenfieldnj.gov
Phone: (201) 387-4055 ext. 6

Council Member Buddy Deauna
Term of Office: January 1, 2026 – December 31, 2028
Council Member Buddy Deauna contributed to borough
governance through his 2025 service on the Building &
Grounds Committee (Chair), Community Affairs
Committee, and Fire Committee. He also served as liaison
to the Barrier Free Advisory Committee, Board of Health,
Mayor’s Senior Citizens Committee, and Municipal
Alliance Committee, supporting programs and services
that enhance the well-being of residents.
Email: BDeauna@bergenfieldnj.gov
Phone: (201) 387-4055 ext. 6
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Get to know your Mayor & Council



Borough of Bergenfield

MUNICIPAL COURT UPDATE

Please be advised that
Municipal court in person or

virtual will be held on
TUESDAYS starting at 3pm

Bergenfield Municipal Court

SCAN HERE FOR PAYMENT 

Chief: Ryan Zadrozna
1st Deputy Chief: Kevin Schade 

2nd Deputy Chief: Edward Kneisler III
Captain: Israel Infield

Captain: J.F. Cote 
Lieutenant: Matthew Polandick

Lieutenant: Emily Sandman
Lieutenant: David Byrne

Chief: Ryan Zadrozna
1st Deputy Chief: Kevin Schade 

2nd Deputy Chief: Edward Kneisler III
Captain: Israel Infield

Captain: J.F. Cote 
Lieutenant: Matthew Polandick

Lieutenant: Emily Sandman
Lieutenant: David Byrne

www.bergenfieldFD.org

Captain: Nick Garofano
Fire Official: Kevin Cook
Captain: Nick Garofano
Fire Official: Kevin Cook
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www.bergenfieldpd.org
Chief: Mustafa RabbohChief: Mustafa Rabboh

Bergenfield Municipal Court is conducting court appearances virtually
via Zoom video conferencing instead of having participants physically
attend the court. Individuals will receive notices through the mail and/or
by e-mail with instructions on how to participate. If you have a matter
that is scheduled with this court and if you have not already done so,
please contact Bergenfield Municipal Court via e-mail at
nadia.cavli@njcourts.gov or at 201-387-4055 Ext 2 with your name,
summons number, e-mail address and telephone number.

PAYMENT INFORMATION
You may pay your traffic ticket/complaint through one of the

following methods:
 In-person at the Violations Bureau Window
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. You
may pay with cash, check, money order or by
credit card.
By mail with either check or money order. Please
remember to provide either the ticket or complaint
number with your payment method.

As winter weather settles in, the Bergenfield Police
Department reminds all residents to stay safe
throughout the season. Please remember to:

Drive cautiously and allow extra time when roads
are icy or snow-covered.
Clear snow and ice from your vehicle—including
roofs—before driving.
Keep sidewalks and walkways shoveled to prevent
slips and falls.
Use caution with home heating, ensuring space
heaters are kept away from flammable materials.
Check on elderly neighbors or those who may need
assistance during extreme cold.

Stay safe, stay warm, and thank you for helping keep
our community protected this winter.
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The Bergenfield Fire Department encourages all residents to
take a few simple precautions to stay safe this winter:
Keep heating equipment clean and inspected, including
furnaces, fireplaces, and chimneys.
Use space heaters responsibly—place them on flat surfaces
and keep at least three feet of clearance around them.
Never leave candles unattended, and consider using
flameless alternatives.
Test smoke and carbon monoxide alarms and replace
batteries if needed.
Store fireplace ash in metal containers and keep them away
from the home.
Your vigilance helps protect your household and our
community. Stay fire-safe this winter

Chief  Zadrozna & the members of the BFD wish our residents a happy,
healthy & safe new year.
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The Bergenfield Volunteer Ambulance Corps reminds
residents to take steps to stay healthy and prepared

during the colder months:

Dress in layers and limit time outdoors during
extreme cold to avoid frostbite and hypothermia.
Watch for signs of cold-related illness, especially
among children, seniors, and those with medical
conditions.
Use extra caution when walking on snow or ice to
prevent slips and injuries.
Keep emergency information handy, including
medications, allergies, and contact numbers.
Ensure your home’s driveways and steps are clear
so first responders can safely reach you in an
emergency.
Taking simple precautions helps us respond
quickly and keeps our community safe throughout
the winter season.
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http://www.bergenfieldfd.org/
mailto:nadia.cavli@njcourts.gov
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 SPRING SPORTS REGISTRATION!

Sign up for:

BASEBALL
SOFTBALL
SOCCER

Don’t miss your chance to participate— register early!

 SPRING SPORTS REGISTRATION!
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Don’t miss your chance to participate— register early!
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📌 PERMITS REQUIRED FOR BOROUGH

FACILITIES

A permit is required to use:

• All Borough Athletic Fields

• Park Pavilions

• Cooper’s Pond for Activities & Events

📌 PERMITS REQUIRED FOR BOROUGH
FACILITIES

A permit is required to use:
• All Borough Athletic Fields

• Park Pavilions
• Cooper’s Pond for Activities & Events

Plan ahead and secure your date today.

ℹ️ MORE INFORMATION

Permit fees, rules, and applications can

be found here:

Plan ahead and secure your date today.
ℹ️ MORE INFORMATION

Permit fees, rules, and applications can
be found here:

All Daycares MUST be Licensed by 
January 31, 2026.  Please mail

application along with the fee and
license for all employees at the daycare. 

CHC & SAC immunization program for
uninsured children every 2nd & 3rd

Tuesday of the month. Contact the Health
Dept, if you have any questions regarding

any of the programs listed. 

All Nail/ Hair Salons MUST
be licensed by 

January 31, 2026.  
Please mail application , fee

and licenses for all employees
in the shop. 

NEWS FROM THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT  

JANUARY 2026
LICENSING

REMINDERS 
Dog & Cat Licensing 

Cosmetology Licensing 
Daycare Licensing 

In New Jersey, it’s mandatory that dog & cat owners have their pets licensed. A license tag helps police, animal control and shelters
quickly identify your dog or cat and get them back to you safely. Licensing your pet is important to control the spread of Rabies, it also
ensures when a dog bite occurs and person is bitten, the town can quickly identify and immediately determine whether the animal is up to

date on its Rabies vaccine. Fees from pet licensing are distributed to the statewide Animal population control program.

All Dogs/Cats MUST be licensed by January 31, 2026.  Please scan QR code on the left to
access the online application.  Please mail application with a copy of updated rabies 

vaccine & payment.   Rabies vaccine MUST be valid through the entire licensing period.  

All Dogs/Cats MUST be licensed by January 31, 2026.  Please scan QR code on the left to
access the online application.  Please mail application with a copy of updated rabies 

vaccine & payment.   Rabies vaccine MUST be valid through the entire licensing period.  

Board of Health Meetings held via zoom on the 2nd Tuesday of the month .  
Please refer to the calender on the back of this bulletin for dates.  

2026 Recreation Grant Survey
 We’re seeking your input on improving
parks and open spaces. Your feedback

will guide future funding decisions. Please
take a moment to answer the SURVEY:
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DUE
DATE

 February
1st

A special thank-you goes to Councilman Domingo Almonte and
Bergenfield Tax Collector Juan Ortiz, who led an informative
and engaging presentation. Their expertise, patience, and
dedication ensured the event was a tremendous success. The
Borough also extends a sincere thank-you to St. John the
Evangelist Church for graciously hosting the event. Their
hospitality provided a welcoming and accessible space for our
residents to receive essential assistance.

Tax Department (ANCHOR)Program 
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Back in October, the Mayor and Council—together with the Borough’s Tax Department—were proud to support our senior
community by offering hands-on assistance with several important property tax relief programs, including StayNJ, the
Senior Freeze, and the ANCHOR Program. These statewide initiatives are designed to help eligible homeowners reduce
their property tax burden, and Bergenfield was committed to making sure our residents had the guidance they needed to
apply successfully.

Bergenfield Assists Seniors and Residents with Property Tax Relief Programs

More than 150 seniors and other residents attended,
receiving personalized help with applications, answers
to program-specific questions, and translations of the
ANCHOR Program for Spanish-speaking residents.
Borough staff and volunteers worked one-on-one with
attendees to make the process as smooth as possible.

While many of these programs specifically support seniors, the
information session benefited residents of all ages. The
ANCHOR program, in particular, offers relief to a broad group of
homeowners and renters, making this event an important
resource for the entire community. By helping residents
understand and access these programs, the Borough continues
its commitment to promoting financial stability and ensuring
every Bergenfield resident can take advantage of available state
benefits.
Bergenfield extends its gratitude to everyone who participated
and contributed to this successful event. We look forward to
continuing to support our community through future
informational sessions and outreach initiatives.

1.) Delinquent notices are mailed out through out after the end of the grace period.

2.) PD5’s (Annual Post-Tax Year Annual Statement) Must be mailed out by February 1st and returned by March 1st 

3.) Qualified veterans, senior citizen, disabled or surviving spouse, Civil union/Domestic Partner of a senior citizen or disabled person qualified for a

$250.00 deduction on their yearly property taxes. 

4.) Senior Citizen (65) or older may apply for the Senior freeze property tax reimbursement, Anchor Program and Stay new Jersey by going to this

website: www.propertytaxrelief.nj.gov or you may call 1-800-882-6597 Starting March 1, 2026

5.) You may apply for the Affordable New Jersey Communities for Homeowners and Renters (ANCHOR) Program at

nj.gov/treasury/taxation/anchor/index.shtml 

6.) For your convenience the DROP BOX is available 24/7 - 7 days a week.

7.) Pay your property taxes online for free plus you can register for automatic alert. By going to: Bergenfield.gov: then go the “Online Services” page.

8.) Property tax exemption for 100% disabled Veterans & Qualified organizations are received throughout year by the tax assessor and process for

approval and/or if refund warranted by the municipal tax collector. 
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6.) For your convenience the DROP BOX is available 24/7 - 7 days a week.

7.) Pay your property taxes online for free plus you can register for automatic alert. By going to: Bergenfield.gov: then go the “Online Services” page.

8.) Property tax exemption for 100% disabled Veterans & Qualified organizations are received throughout year by the tax assessor and process for

approval and/or if refund warranted by the municipal tax collector. 
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January

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
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EDITION #12

Zoning Board
Meeting 8:00PM

Planning Board
Meeting 8:00PM

New Year’s Day
Borough Hall

Closed

Martin Luther
King Jr. 

Borough Hall
Closed

Mayor & Council
Meeting

REORGANIZATON
3PM

Mayor & Council
Meeting

8PM

Safe Sitter Class
9am

Borough Hall

Borough Hall will be Closed 

January 19th 

in Honor of Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Borough Hall will be Closed 

January 19th 

in Honor of Martin Luther King Jr. Day



Borough of Bergenfield

February 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
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EDITION #12

CHC  Program
Health

Department
Safe Sitter

Class
9:00AM

Borough Hall

Zoning Board
Meeting
8:00PM

Mayor & Council
Meeting
8:00PM 

Planning Board
Meeting
8:00PM

President’s Day
Borough Hall

Closed

Crescent
Lighting

7pm 
Borough Hall

Mayor &
Council
Meeting
8:00PM 

Borough Hall will be closed Monday February

16  for Presidents Dayth

Borough Hall will be closed Monday February
16  for Presidents Dayth

Taxes 
Due



March

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

We hope to see you at the 
44  Annual th

St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
MARCH 15TH 

2:00PM

We hope to see you at the 
44  Annual th

St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
MARCH 15TH 

2:00PM

Borough of Bergenfield
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EDITION #12

Planning Board
Meeting 8:00PM

Mayor & Council
Meeting 8:00PM 

Zoning Board
Meeting
8:00PM

CHC Clinic 
Health Department

Board of Health
Meeting 7:30PM

via Zoom

WIC

Mayor & Council
Meeting 8:00PM 

BERGEN
COUNTY

ST. PATRICK’S
DAY

PARADE

DAY LIGHT SAVING
TIME BEGINS

St. Patrick’s Day


